ST. JOHN VALLEY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

... Working for you to help sustain Maine’s abundant natural resources since 1942

WINTER 2022 NEWSLETTER

INVASIVE SPECIES NEWS

On April 22, 2022 Maine’s Department of Agriculture held a public hearing to allow for comments on adding 30 plants to the terrestrial
invasive plant do-not-sell list. Of the 30 plant species proposed, 10 are commonly sold in the State of Maine and 20 that are rarely sold. A list of
proposed species of concern and special concern, “Watch list”, was also open for discussion. To see the full list of proposed species please visit
the Maine Department of Agriculture’s website at: https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/horticulture/invasiveplants.shtml

Legislation requires that there be a review every 5 year period from a counsel of local experts on what species will be added the list of proposed
terrestrial invasive plants to add to the do-not-sell list, based on a set criteria and specifications which need to be met. The last meeting back in
2017 placed 33 plants on the do-not-sell list. If passed then all 30 species proposed on April 22 for the do-not-sell-list would take effect on
1/1/2024.

The overall commentary on the proposed list, which was met with mainly proponents, ranging from experts in the field of horticulture and
biology to concerned citizens, noting that the majority of plants listed on the proposal had very little to no benefit for food, medical, or holistic
use other than being purely aesthetic. One opponent to the species list was a plant nursery owner who was not convinced that one species listed
was in fact a species of concern and would have liked to see more data backing the reasoning behind putting Rosa Rugosa or Beach Rose on the
list of species categorized as “Species of Special Concern”. They were, however, proponents of all the of species listed as do-not-sell.

Rosa Rugosa Border Privet, Ligustrum obtusifolium

The ten species most commonly sold by Maine plant sellers are; Russian Olive, Wintercreeper Euonymus, Creeping Charlie, Border Privet,
Amur Silvergrass, Giant Butterbur or Fuki, Christmas Berry, Callery “Bradford” Pear, European Mountain Ash, and Common Valerian.

For more information regarding plants on Maine’s do-not-sell list please visit the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry’s
website at https://www.maine.gov/dacf/.



https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/horticulture/invasiveplants.shtml
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NOTICE OF ST. JOHN VALLEY SOIL AND
WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

SUPERVISOR ELECTION
The St. John Valley Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
has two openings for District Supervisor on its District Board. These
are three-year positions. Supervisors work at the grass roots level to
help guide and implement local, state, and federal conservation
programs for the overall improvement and conservation of our state
and our nation’s soil and water resources.

Those wishing to run for the office of District Supervisor for the St.
John Valley SWCD should contact the District Office at 139 Market
Street, Suite 106, Fort Kent, phone (207) 834-3311, ext. 3 to obtain
nomination papers. Prospective candidates must be registered voters

USDA LOCAL WORKING GROUP MEETING
TO BE HELD IN JANUARY

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Local Working Group, serving the St.
John Valley area will meet on Friday, January 27, 2023, at 12:00 P.M. The
meeting will be held at the USDA Service Center at 139 Market Street,
Suite 106 in Fort Kent.

The Local Working Group will assist the N.R.C.S. District Conservationist
in determining the resource priorities for the St. John Valley.
The meeting is open to the public. If you have any questions, or require
special needs please call (207) 834-3311 extension-3. RSVP by January 23,
2023. If weather conditions postpone the meeting please call the office to

residing within St. John Valley SWCD boundaries.

All registered voters residing within the St. John Valley SWCD
boundaries are eligible to vote. Ballots will be mailed to any
resident requesting one, and all known cooperators at their last
known mailing address. If an eligible voter does not receive a ballot,
please contact the District Office. The election will take place
January 23,2023 through February 3, 2023.

be notified of the alternate meeting date.

All programs and services of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts and
the USDA are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political belief, gender
identity, sexual orientation, or marital and familial status.

OFFICE STAFF UPDATE

The District is happy to welcome James Ridzon to our office staff this year.

Jim Ridzon-Soil Technician

I recent moved to Fort Kent from Hawaii where I spent the last 15 years of my career as a Conservation and Resources
Enforcement Officer working for the State. My wife and I have family in the area and have been visiting Northern Maine
since childhood. We are excited to be back living in Fort Kent and can’t wait to explore the area. Prior to being a
Conservation Officer I attended the University of Connecticut and obtained a bachelors degree in Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology. I’'m looking forward to learning all I can in this new career field and excited to be working with and serving the
St. John Valley community.

The District would also like to welcome Soil Conservationist Josh Coward to the NRCS office staff.

SJVSWCD MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2023

NAME: PLEDGE AMOUNT:
ADDRESS: Valley Friend.......... $25.00
Valley Steward........ $50.00
TOWN: ZIP: Valley Patron..........$100.00
Valley Visionary....... $250.00+
EMAIL: Other .................

Please return this form with your check payable to St. John Valley Soil and Water Conservation District, 139 Market
Street, Suite 106, Fort Kent, ME 04743.




